
1

MidAmerica District IW Praises and Petitions
May 2023 Updates

AFRICA
Albright, Stephen & Lori - Guinea   email: stephenlori1986@gmail.com
PRAISE: 1. For a good Soul Care conference in Labe! We saw God work in amazing ways!
 2. For great year at school for Hannah, for summer jobs, and for God’s provision for housing for next

year.
PRAY: 1. Lots of transitions happening in our team.   We have two families leaving for Home Assignment in

early May. Pray for Novy’s and Anderson's as they pack down and say goodbye and then get situated
in the US.  Pray for Chapman's as they remain and continue in language study, and for Bickford's as
they finish up French language study and arrive in Guinea in July.   Pray for us as we seek to support
and encourage our team.

 2. We will be in the US in May/June to attend Council and visit family. Please be praying for good
connections and visits.

 3. For the CMA church in Guinea.  Please pray for repentance, revival and reconciliation.
 4. Praise the Lord for all that God is doing through Jeremie!  He has 4 more development seminars

planned, is working with youth, and continues to oversee the farm. Pray for wisdom for him as he
leads and influences in many different ways.

Gilbert, Michael & Amy - Senegal   email: amyggilbert@icloud.com
PRAISE: 1. We are praising God for how he has carried our family throughout this year.  We began the year

feeling very overwhelmed.  But God has held our hands through this all and led us to a place of joy
and peace in this very demanding job.  We are so thankful for the ways the boarding students have
come to accept us, and we all have become a precious family.  Thank you all for praying us through
this year!

PRAY: 1. As we look towards the end of the year, we want to finish well with good relationships with all of
our boarding students.  For many of them, they do not look forward to going home and being with
their family because it often means no friends and nothing to do in their villages.  Please pray for
them that they would have a good completion to this school year and that they would have a restful,
peace-filled summer with their parents.

 2. Please pray for us 5 as we travel back to the states for a small vacation this summer.  Please pray for
good connections with our adult children and extended family.  Please pray for rest for us; we need
it after this very busy year.

Hofman, Eric & Wendy - Bongolo Hospital, Gabon email: erichofman12@gmail.com
PRAISE: 1. Here’s a testimony from this past week:  A husband accompanied his wife to Bongolo for cataract

surgery. The following day, after removing the patch and testing the wife’s vision, the husband
suddenly started to cry. When asked why he was crying, he said it was because his wife was seeing
so clearly.

PRAY: 1. We are down to less than a month before heading back to the US for a short home assignment.  The
time is flying by!  It feels like we have a lot to do before leaving on May 20th.  The kids’ last day of
school is the 17th, Eric is working on closing 2-3 months of bookkeeping (and drafting a hospital
budget), and Wendy needs to hand off things well at the eye clinic and as medical director.

 2. For energy and good rest (which includes the ability to not worry and to trust that God has things
under control) while having a lot on our minds.

 3. For wisdom regarding where to spend our efforts.
 4. For wisdom for our team as we look at what our roles should (and shouldn’t) be in order to have a

healthy work/life balance.
 5. For comfort for us, our kids, and our teammates as some of our teammates (the Thrane family and

Sandie) will be transitioning away from Bongolo this summer, and we’ll need to say goodbye before
we leave.



2

Petersen, Doug & LaShawna - Guinea   email: dougspetersen.1@gmail.com
PRAY: 1. For our summer classes. That students would sign-up and participate. That there would be lots of

opportunities to speak Truth. In particular, pray for our class, The Parables of Jesus, and that students
would be drawn to Jesus through it.

 2. For our ongoing land dispute. Pray for resolution and that justice would be served. Pray for wisdom
to know how best to navigate this complex situation.

 3. For the national church here that is experiencing deep tribal division. Pray for peace and reconcilia-
tion. Pray for hearts to be repentant and humble.

 4. For our team as we are experiencing lots of transitions. Pray for unity and grace.

ASIA
Burns, Brian & Katie - Thailand    email: brianandkatieburns@gmail.com
[Nothing recent has been received.]
PRAY: 1. Lincoln has struggled with congestion during the night for over a year now.  He used to wake up 3-4

times per night struggling to breathe through a clogged nose.  We think it is allergy related, and he
continues to wake up at least twice a night.  It is very difficult for him and Katie also, who wakes in
the night with him.  Please pray that Lincoln's congestion will cease and that he and Katie can begin
to sleep through the night.

Rebok, Dave & Mi - Cambodia   email:  daveandmi99@gmail.com
PRAY: 1. For all our relatives in America and Asia who are not yet believers.
 2. For Mi’s discipleship class at a provincial church not far outside Phnom Penh.  They just finished

one book, and 5 of them have already met to start studying the next one, with the possibility of 1 or
2 more as well.

 3. Mi and several other trainers are leading an LMC seminar (Leadership Matters Course).  Afterwards,
our prayer is that the students will take this to heart and look for ways to become leaders, a la
Matthew 9:35-38… “We need more workers in the harvest field.”

 4. For those we disciple and mentor, that our words and actions would always reflect the Spirit of our
Lord Jesus and have a lasting impact.  This looks different now that we are only 16 months away
from retirement.  We need to begin thinking about closure.

 5. Thank God that it appears that one semi-serious family situation may be on the mend.  We continue
to ask that He come through miraculously.  A few small kids had recent birthday parties, which
helped to downplay the severity.  Still… wisdom would be good here.

Young, Mark & Melissa - Manila, Philippines   email:  melissa_young@hotmail.com
PRAISE: 1. We opened a second location with our church plant/local school strategy! We are so excited about

this new opportunity to bring the light and hope of Jesus to the informal settlement area of
Boso-Boso through the sharing of the gospel and through education programs.

 2. We have the opportunity to build a small home for one of our students! We are so grateful that we
discovered his true circumstances and already have the funds in-hand to help!

 3. Our education programs ended the year this last April 1; we had a wonderful year with so many
wins, achievements, and signals of growth and organizational wellness! We’re so grateful for the
connection and unity of our team and are eager for our next school year to begin on June 11!

PRAY: 1. We’re hopeful about moving forward to build a new church and training center within the informal
settlement that we are working in. Please pray that we will have wisdom in working with local
officials to move this project forward.

 2. For our family as May brings lots of transition and movement for our family. Our 19-yr-old daughter
will be working over the summer in FL, while our 16-yr-old son will be working in NE. Mark and
I both have different speaking engagements during this brief 8-week stint in the states. Pray that we
have peace and strength amid all the travel, planning, and moving parts!

 3. Funds were raised and transferred to our account here in Manila for our new building project. Pray
that the funds will be released by the bank to our account and go through smoothly with no issues.
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EUROPE
Linscombe, Jason & Erica - France (home assignment) email: linscombej@cmalliance.org
PRAY: 1. We will transition to a Leave of Absence with Alliance Missions this summer. We are currently on

home assignment (and plan to return to France), but are not yet able to do so. Please pray for our
transition that God will provide what is needed for the next step and next season.

 2. Pray for the timing and logistics to make it possible to return to France for ministry - God’s timing
and to open the right doors.

 3. For the people in our French community, where we are no longer able to be part of their everyday
lives but that God would continue to draw them to himself and that their hearts are receptive to him.

MEXICO
Greenfield, Janice - Zacatecas    email:  twig4u@gmail.com
PRAISE: 1. During my 10 months here in Zacatecas, the Lord has given me a great number of opportunities to

form relationships with a variety of people… women, youth, families, couples, young people. Giving
free, personalized English classes has taken me into several homes. I have been able to share the love
of Christ with all of them.

 2. Despite the violence that is unfortunately common in our city and surrounding area, the Lord has kept
me safe.

PRAY: 1. The team that was formed here in Zacatecas did not work out, and it is not wise for me to stay here
alone without any personnel (missionaries, pastors, believers). I will be returning to the States
mid-June.

 2. Carly, the 18-year-old daughter of my dear missionary friends Carlos & Lily Saavedra, is undergoing
extensive testing for unusual pain and health needs at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.

 3. Please pray specifically for Soledad and Chayo, two of the women I have befriended who have joined
our weekly Bible study.

 4. For me as I return to the States earlier than expected. There are the details of retirement (Medicare,
etc.) and where to live to work through and discovering what God has for me in this next stage.

Van Dalen, Norma - Mexico City  email: norma_vandalen@hotmail.com
PRAISE: 1. For continued opportunities to mentor and walk with women leaders in ministry.  It was a special joy

to meet face-to-face a young Peruvian woman I mentored this past month.  There is a different
dynamic when we can actually be in the same space.  Pray for much wisdom and discernment as I
listen and encourage each one to go deeper with Jesus.

PRAY: 1. For our team as we define our goals and strategies for the next 2 to 5 years.  We want to dream and
plan well how we will move forward with training and mobilizing Mexicans to reach the peoples
who do not have access to Jesus yet.

 2. For our Mexican national council meetings May 23-26.  Pray for unity and clarity of vision and
focus.  Pray for our Mexican national church leaders as they guide the meetings.

SOUTH AMERICA
Hernandez, Noé & Keila - Asunción, Paraguay    email: khernandezart@gmail.com
PRAY: 1. For us as we finish our term in Paraguay. We are presently working on transferring our ministries

and other responsibilities to others, closing our house, and finishing the school year. There are a lot
of emotions that our family is going through, especially with our oldest graduating high school. Pray
for our physical and emotional well-being and pray that we will be dependent on the Lord and
continue to seek his will and wisdom for our family.

 2. For us as we travel to the United States on June 15th. It will be a long day, and I (Keila) am a
high-stress traveler. Pray that the logistics of traveling with many suitcases and a dog go smoothly.

 3. For us as we prepare for a year of home assignment. Noé is already scheduled to visit many churches
in our district, as well as Pennsylvania and Texas. We will also be traveling to Ohio for a Home
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Assignment seminar, and our teenagers will be attending a Missionary Kid reentry camp in Georgia.
There are a lot of moving pieces, plane tickets, and schedules to manage in the coming months, and
we greatly appreciate your prayers. As always, thank you for your love and support for our family.

CARIBBEAN
Laney, Dave & Robin email: laneysinjamaica@gmail.com
[Nothing recent has been received.]
PRAISE: 1. We are thankful for all who have prayed for us in this transition. Our mighty God hears you and sees

us, and we are making progress in healing. We are thankful for the counseling we are receiving and
the support and encouragement of so many!

PRAY: 1. For us as we have moved back to the States. It has been a very hard decision, but we have both
sensed that it is the right thing for us to do at this time, and the counsel we have received has been
in agreement. We don't know what the future holds for us, but we are trusting God in it!

UNITED STATES
Arant, Julie - Global Friends, Omaha, NE email: juliearant@hotmail.com
PRAY: 1. We will host our End-of-Year celebration on May 5th. Please pray that every student who comes

would experience Jesus through our love and service to them. Pray that we would be able to honor
our graduating students well.

 2. We will be taking students to Camp Rivercrest for a retreat with the theme, Having a Relationship
with God. Currently, we have very few students available and interested in going. Pray that students
would sign up and that their hearts would be open to God's truth!

 3. Over the summer, much of our ministry to international students happens in Okoboji. Pray for unity
for the team of interns and staff going from Omaha and that they would all be obedient to the Spirit
and allow Christ's presence to overflow out of them.

Perrotto, Matt & Teri - Envision, Miami, FL email: mtap5@yahoo.com
PRAISE: 1. We are still waiting for some permits to go through, which means there hasn’t been any construction

since our last update. Although this is very frustrating, we have still been having outreaches,
Robotics and Bible club. At our last Bible club, we shared the Gospel and 6 kids received Christ,
praise God!!

PRAY: 1. We are gearing up for summer, which means teams and interns. Please pray for all the groups that
will be coming to Miami and our interns that we get to work with. Pray also for Holly, who is
currently raising funds to move to Miami to join our team.

 2. Personally, our oldest son, Alec, is now engaged and will be graduating from TFC in May. Pray for
next steps for the both Alec and Abigail.

 3. Marcus is fundraising to head overseas this summer with Envision Holy Lands, while Ellah is
graduating from high school and is searching for what is next. Pray for both Madelyn and Isaac as
there are a lot of changes coming.

For security reasons, creative access worker updates (every other month) are only available upon request and
are not posted on the Internet for security reasons.  Contact Ilene Gardner, Missions and Prayer Coordinator,
igard128@msn.com
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